—t

Se

L
——

-

THE Manue s
mm:.‘-!."l.i

IV BARBIR

LLUSTRATIONS By Ry W

DN, I, By VAT, D
SYNOPSIS,

The story opens with & seream from
E\-r-vrhr March in the opera box of Mra

mmloner, & wealthy widow, It 48 o0
casioned when Mre. Missloper's necklace
reaks. scaltering the diamonds all over
the fMoor. Curtls Oriawold and Druxton
Sands, sociely men In love with Mra Mis.
sloner, guther up the Griswold
steps on whal ls supp to be the -
brated Makaranes and crushes it. A Hin
o0 declares 1t was not the genulne. An
expert lator pronounces all the siones
submtitutes for the origisal. One of the
milss'ng damonds 18 found tn ths roam
of klinor Holeomb, confidential compan-
ton of Mrs Missloner. Hhe I8 arrested
potwithetanding Mra  Misstoner's beliof
fn her innocence Meantime, 'n an ur-
town marnsion twoe Hindsoa who are in

Amaerfia o recover the Maharanee, dla-
cuss the arrvesl Deteciive lirite takes

up the «aw He asks the co-operation of
Dr. Ptch, Elnor's Aance, In  running |
qown ¢ real ceiminal.  Rrits learns thay

Auplicates of M Missloner's diamonds
were made In Paris on the order of |
Eilnor Holeamb, While walking Tirits s
pelpad Bound and gagged by Hindoos, He
s mprisoned in & Jeserted house, but
makes Nis escaps Rrilz discovers an In-
(T i A oxpert whom ULe belicves

wis ved by elther Bands of Gris
woll 1 v counterfelts of the Mission-
i Oriswold Int!mates that Rands
te rge of fallure. Twa Hindoos

pda and are

burgiarize the home of
At { by et On ane of them he
B nole alg
Brvnmid

ad by “Millicent™ and ad
L Cupl * HPritz locales & W

1 Milicent Dolaroehe, 1o whom

e & n paving marked atten
! attends & Ball at Mm
) learns nothing fur |
. 3 e Brita dinguissd
a & thief, it the apariment of Mill
firds & box that once con
Mmilssingy damonds. but i1

CHAPTER XXil~—~(Continued.)

Te bhead off the cried
Britz  "let's get a cab”™ But the
wst taxicadb on the Renalssance stand
tad been chartered an hour before
by 4 swarthy man who sermed to be
in great haste. That much irits
warned from the Inspector in charge

Hindoos,

of the stand. Britz and Flteh round- |
»d the rorner of tde hotel
the curb stood a private coups. The

soachman
was nodding sleeplly DPrits
open & door of the carriage
“Tump In, quick!™ he cried, and
#itch, who long ago had learned to
earry out Britz’ suggestions without
stopping to ssk questions, sprang into
the cab

Jerked

doctor.
Britz slammed the door with | eriminal tricks

his little pocket lamp answered him
agaln, The two men, the detective
slightly in advance, walked qulckly
along the hall to the door at the rear,
where Britz parted the portleres and
looked into Lhe big reom In which bhe
bhad Interviewed the Eastarn scholar.
Its appearance was much the same A&
it had been on his preceding wisit,
sava that as his practiced eye dwell
more porsistently upon I, he noted
the disappearance of many small arth
cles, particularly a porphyry Buddba
that had sat within & litile shrine
upon the wall. The apartment had the
scoming of having been subjectad lo
asurface stripping by parsons about to
leave It In & hurry, Few of the sol
emn books that had been scattered
about the room remained. Among the
Orfental objects still In the room was
the narghileh from which the rage
was fond of drawing & smoker's cone
solation

“Gone, eh*™
dertone

Britz ncdded

“Think wa had belter
stalrs®’ asked the doctor

With ar

looh up

r swift nod the dolee |

tdve tugned on his Leel and led LD
way from foor to floor until they
hed the top of the house. They
send fnto every room and explored

wrger apartments thoroughly. All

were emply Here and there they

| found evidences of basty packing. In

varicus rooms were gueer jumbles of
q ‘

the Fast and West—linen collarg with
alrele halrline stripes of delleate Unts
lay beside Orieptal scraps of mank
fest fineness. On one rack hung &
Derby hat, on another a turban ke
that worn by the Swaml, apd lke the
kerchief Britz had found on the fAre

Close to | escape of the Hotel Renalssance. One
of the most Interesting finds was &
doubtless on a long wall | scimitar with a Jeweled hilt and a
blade of wonderful keennesa. FHritz
|drew it from its scabbard and was
about to feel the edge when Fich
stopped him with a swift gesture

“Don't touch N, Heutenant,” sald the
“Oune never kno®s what
these beggars play

a violences that awoke the coachman | with their waapons

flafore the driver could utter a word |
of protest the athistie detective |
reached the box beside him In a single |
feap. pushed him off with a shove
that Ianded the amazed jebu on his |
tands and knees on the sidewalk, |
spired the relns, snatched the whip.
sod put tha horse to a gallop. As be |
aped away, he hastlly changed the
»hip to the hand that held the rid-
Sons. and, whipplog from his pocket
a card that read, “Detective-Lisuten- |
ant Britz, Police Headquarters,” he
fung 1t &t the prostrate coachman |
«!th the words:; "Call there tomor
vow for your rig.” |

Then, with the borse straloiog at |
the traces in indignant surprise, bBritz |
trove at breakneck speed down the
avenue, turning sharply at the first |
sonvenlent cormer and heading east
owurd the mysterious brown-stono
fwelllug whereln he had held his |n
teresting Interview in regard to the !
anys of the Orient with the Eastern
aWge,

The galloping horss and the sway-
tng carriage shook the echoes of the
sllent streets, and at several avenue
eroszings traffle policemen started to
nalt the Centra! Office man. Bul In
sach Iustance the detective shouted
“I'm Prite, of Headquarters!” and
that averted interruption as he dashed
sn townrd the Swaml's bhouse at top
speed.  Arrivig there, he hastily
%anded the ribbons to a patrolman
who chanced to be at that end of the
beat, and, {ollowed closaly by Fiteh,
fe ran up the steps and pushed the |
button of the elecric bell. Inslde the |
pouse, the burrrr of the little gong
sounded piereingly. DBritze and Fiich
fistened lmpatiently at the owter door
»f the vestibule for responsive steps,
sut none came, Then the detective
recalled the thickness of the rugs and
zarpets in the bouse, and did not at
onoe conclude no one was within
Until he had rung the bell several
4mes In wvaln bhe did not mecept the
{act that the house either was unten-
anted, or was occupled by persons
who did not see fit to answer. A word
fo the bluecoat on the sidewalk, ac-
sompanied by a flash of s shield on
ihe detective's walstcont, had told
film the vislt was a matter of police
‘misiness. Then Britz ran down the
steps and tyled the basement door.
The detectlve was equally unsugcess-
ful In his demands to obtain a re
sponse to his ring of the lower bell,
He ran up the steps agaln and once
more pushed the bution of the elee-
tric call. No answer come. Britz
turned the handle of the door, To his
astonishment, it turped freely, and
tt » geatle push the door swung In-
eard. The Inner door of the vestibule
was ajar. Britz and Fitch entered
cauntlously. Thelr feet fell sllently on
the heavy Oriental rug. They found
thomscives in complets darkness.
The glimmer from the street lamp did
sot penetrate more than a foot or two
beyoud the Inner door, Pritz whisked
sut bis electrie torch and turned Its
winiature headlight on the passage

As the detective looked at him o
quiringly, he added:

“A sword or dagger 1a an Ukelr to
bhe polsoned as not. In fact, they pre
{er polsons to stralght fghting "™

Convineerd thére wis mo one in the
gpper part of the house, the two men
descended to the maln floor and re

entered the reception room &t the |

rear

*This was thelr den™ aald Prits ex-
planatory, as he began a closer search
of the room. “We mway find a trace of
them In some of their papers. IU's
worth a few minutes to make a hunt.
Got busy, doc!” And the detective
rummaged through drawer after draw-

snid Flich, s an un |

“Hurt Much™ Asked

"

P e

the Detective Coolly.

Rl

samental kmob st (he
fonter, and with his fee
the detective's left wrist
left hand elutching the doctor’s aleevs,
the toe of his ieft boot thrust between
the ehiffonler and the wall, leaned far

|of the water plpe.

gt | way fs to take no ebances

out In an stiempt 0 reach the tube
Ha withirew his
arm quickly, however, and gave a liitle
| mervons cough sa the dradb death that
|lay oolled I the middls of the Boor
stralghtensd 1ts sinlster length and
{glided awiftly acrosa Lhe room. then
| eoiled Maelf once more directly under
ihe apat where the detective'a streteh
ing fingers had boen. Once more Lhe
head arose with that strange, sinuoss
{swaring motion, and it began o move
i““'!, back and forth, while the glis
taning syes seemad lo shoot sparks to
ward the man who hung st such fear
ful hasard above it

Mea!™ sald Brita.  “This ls getting
& little too close for comfort. How far
can that thing siretch, doctar™

“No higher than that ™ asswersd
Fiteh, “sf least, | think not. | under
sfand the cobra can wtrike only
siraight forward ™

“Sure It san't make an upper cwl’™
inquired the slouth

"T'm sot goiag 1o fay positively. I'm
not sure of anyihiag with that kind of
s beute,” Fitch asawared “The besi
Lot me

kerchief. which, crisp one instant, was | more startiing bappens te distract I :,,_.,. s try for the gun”

lmp the next |

“Pretty close call” he sald whes |
upoech was restored to him.

“What la 1t asked Brila

“What s 11 exclaimed the doctor
“Well, only the most dangerous thing
infinite wisdom bas seon 0t to place
in that wonderiand of the East” |

“SpakeT asked the detective

“Snake!™ cried Fitch “That's not
the word, man, It is the most polson-
ous serpent known to sclentals—ibe
terrible cobra 41 capelio, of Hindo-

the beginning of the eud—the way W
a swift finlsh ™

er, Fitch following his example. They | coolly

found many unusual

articles, but |

stan. A single touch of lis fange is |

Attention ™
ped,” Brita sald

here to slay unless that reptile goms
Can we kil it, 4o roa thiank ™ ssked
the delective
We might If we had a machine pun
—have you got & pletol ™™

“1 brought one lato the room,”™ an- |

swered Drite, feeling ta his pockets
“bat | lald 1t on that table when | was
golog through those drawers. Pretly
carvicess, eh™

Fitch nodded. He was raching his
| wits for some means of esoaps which

“Hurt much?' ssked the detectlve, | meant, so far as he could ses, & meth

'od of X1ling the snake [t seemed use

nothing that gave an inkling of the di- | torture man can experience—death by | house. The door between the hall and

rection of the Hindoos flight—for 1t
was certaln the Orientals had depart-
od hastily. having galned thelr object
in gotting possession of the Missloner

Sclence has not vet
| found an antidote. If a rattler bites
you, you may save Yyour |llfe with
whisky 1f you get It wsoom enough

| & cobra’s polson

the room ™ which they wrre Was

|r'.obtd. and befors it bung
heary enough to muffle thelr loudest

{abouts. Their only probable chance of

A bifureated scariet
replile.

| darted in and out of ita gaping jaws In

| anyone—be he (clebtist or layman-—
that the serpont was in & white beat of
{tary. Wos botids (he human fesh that
| came withia reach of thal sager, death
| leailng YeDOm
Pritz, though be waa known the
jength and breadth of (he department
las the coulest propesition under Man
'piag's command frankly shoddered as
| he walehed the undulating metace of
the serpeat’s body, and the staccalo
I play of the tongue thal seemed fo
l-otl bim with the deadly Sumor of &
|flend Ha was willlng to risk his e,

“It 1s sald to be the most frightful | lesa to expect belp from outside the |if meed be, to prevent the sscape of

qluu dark, subtle enemicon whowe de
| moniacal Ingeauity had caught him tn

portieres | such & trap, for trapgped be seomed to |

| be beyond the posaibility of escape
l'ﬂul they bhad matched thelr cunniang

! pecklace. Britz had no smaliest doubt | When a cobra sets bis teeth ta  you ! rellel lay in the hope that the biue  against his cold hard, Occldental skill

the Pasterners had anticipated him | you don't have Ume to drink the whis ! coat would become sufficiently snxious | and common sense, only mase bhim the
tn the burglary of Mrs Delaroche’s | ky, even If the glass Is al your lips, | at thelr faflure to return and would | more determined to cutwil, outplary,

apartments,
of the low-caste Hindoos would have
been skliful enough to get into the
woman's rooms, so near the top of the
buflding. In his opinion, the gems had
been filched from Millicent's pillow
by elther the Swaml or the Prince
it was typleal of the clever cunning
a! the high-casta Orlentals
only the jewels and leave the casket
under tha plllow, g0 that Mrs. Dela-
roche should not miss the stones un-
ti1 the last momen* poasible. They
mast have plcked the lock.

Britz had ended his exploratton of
the last table drawar, and wes turning
to a lscquered desk, when Fiteh, with
a cry of unmistakable alarm, gripped
his wrist and dragged him toward the
dlvan, and with a bound stood upom
ita ylelding surface

=Jump up, quick!” sald the doctor,
plucking at the detective’s arm as he
spoke.

Britz had experienced oo many
emergencies in his carcer (0 waste
time In qunestions. When anyane of
whose friendliness he feit sure toid
bim to jump, run, or duck, cbedience
to the command was his first Instinet
—time enough for explanation after
ward. He leaped to the n'nr!n:y sofa
beside the physiclan, and turned to
find the doctor's arm stretched tense
Iy, ending In a quivering forefinger
that pointed at pomething moving
soross the space between the divam
and door. Even as the two looked at
It, the motion of the creature ceased,
and two beady eryes were turned In
thelr direction. Fitch dragged the
detective to the other end of the sofa
and began climbing to the top of &
tall chiffonier that stood agalunat the
wall. Pritz needed no further word
from his friend. The physiclan’s
haste was .sufficlent indlication that
they were in grave peril, and though
the tall chest of drawers made slip

to take

He did pot belleve any | and nobody knows whether it would do | enter the houses In

any good If you had time to drink IL*
A tong low whistie was the deise
tive's only expression of his apprecia-
tion of thelr predicament. Hlis study
of Oriental lore did not acqualnt him
[with the characteristics of the cobra
But tha doctor was a  sclentist, and
Brita was willing to take the informa:
tion om trust. It was a_situntion In
which he felt be could afford to dis
pense with exgerimenia! knowledge.

The thick, Mautifully rounded snake,
asben in color and sinuons of move
ment, apparently was not alarmed by
the scramble of the doctor and the de-
tective to the top of tha chiffonfer, nor
even by the swing of the divan under
the vigorous push of Fiteh's foot. [t
lowered the head It had lifted a few
inches from the floor, and continued
its passage across the room; but &
gshort, dry laugh from the sleuth evl
dently angered it more than any louder
polses. It wstopped midway of the
room, turning its head once more (o~
ward the men on thelr narrow perch.
An Involuntary shiver ran through
Fiteh, and even Britz feit a little un-
ecomfortable under the serpent’s glit
tering gaze, The ereature colled Msell
in the centar of the floor, its head Hft-
ed, and those bendy eyes twinkiing
furiously. Thes begun a motion of the
head llke that of a waterspout to a
polnt at least knee-high of & tall man.
The head bent forward sfightly, and
the neck oa both sides distended slow-
Iy until the loose fleah formed a sort of
hood behind snd slightly above both
sldes of the narrow, wicked foréhead
of the serpent.

“Look!" cried Fitch. “That Is the
unmistakable sign of a cobra, the dead-
Iy hooded suake of India. It is like no
other member of the serpent family.

oty there, Joctor?” saked the detec.

gquest of Lhem
!Bven In that rather remots ecoutin
| gency, bowever, It was [ar from cer
|u.|n they could warm him before the
| cobra could glide across Lhe room and
I sirike him to death. No, they Were
thrown utlerly upan thelr own Tre
sources, Britz aeroed with the doetor
on that polat, as Ip low tones, so that
they might not further Infiame the ser
pent, they discussed thelr sftuation
“Guess there's nothing sccldental
about this little sunshine beling In the
room,” sald Prita musiagly. “Those
Oriental strongarmers probably fig-
ured it out that ope or both of us
would come here, and so they arranged
this pleasing litte surprise party. |
think It s worthy a place In the soclety
columns a8 one of the successes of Lhe

He made light of the danger because
that was his way when he was In &
particularly tight place; but he rea
lized the peril this time as fully as
did the doctor. ero was nothing bu-
morous In the fact *hat all the time
they were held prisoners atop the chif-
fonler by the gray death before them,
the Hindoos were doubtiess making the
of the time thus gained for es
True, hoe had asked that all the
ordinary avenues of escape from the
eity be watehed, and although be took

Lo was not af all confident the men
gent from the Central OfMoe and from
the various precinet headquarters
would be proof against the adroltness
of Indlan noblemen, adepts, and thugn
Moreover, It was s good as certain
that the Swaml, the Prince, and their
tollowers would not seek to fles the
¢ity by any ordinary route. Brits him-
solf, had be been fres to continue the
pursuit, would have looked first to the
most extraordinary modes of flight
compatible with practical eonditions
From what be knew of the men, by
this time it would not amaze kim
greatly to find they had left the city
by alrship or sabmarine, slightly im.
probable as elther meéans of transit
might have been & fow years be

tore.
“Bottled xp, d0c1™ be ezclalmed
| gosmily. '

, | the chiffomber, It went

outfight them

“No, doe,” sald the detective firmly

It was my foo! carelesness 'hat left
that gun on (hat tabis, and It's gp ta
me (o got It. You hold me fast and alt
tight, and !f anybody gets stung U
ba me™

Once agaln Pritz, warlly watching
|the snake, stretched forth his arm,
| strotched his fingers untll be could al-
most feol them orack and strained
his muscies almost beroad endurance,
the while bis merve was subjected to
the seversdt test of all his experience.
Al last b aipped the amooth amber of
the pipestem’'s mouthplecs belween
the tps of his first and second B
gors. It waa the slightesi of graaps;
bul so steady were the nerves of Lhe
Headquarters man that although the
cobra in Its swaying seomed to ap
proach ever nearer the arm and saked
wrist that shrank Involuntarily frem
the fancled death-thrust of those
gleaming fangs, still he did mot
He clung to the pipestem, his fingers
steadlly drawing It toward bhim uatll
he had a frm clutch on the rubber
tube. Then with a powerful upward
and backward heave, he regained his
position om the chiffonler, the twisting
bose gripped In his band. The other
ond of the pipestem still was sttached
to the bowl of the narghileh. As the
tube festootied betwaech the table and
close 1o the
head of the cobra  Lightning.like, the
hoad dashed toward it, fangs bristiing,
and only a quick twitch of the deles
tive's Angers snatched the stem be
yond the reach of those poleon (reight
od (vory neodies

That Jerk lreed the other end of
the tube from the pipe bowl, and

thread the |

“Rather looks as If wa were mimam forked togue of the

Eagiish on tha! (i
e Heres whers
{ oeinal Wruiees

N'm.hl 1 oeid ot

e i | brulateg &

et )
- ‘.I--

. | or s e

.Jﬁq‘ﬂ j
for the mowt R
Itie Brat ohSt “‘“k [
lhinbedded itsel! tn a teg of the tab'e
with a maping sound that oaly ininfe
sted the cobra the Mritz hie
nerve alightly shaken by the i,
| fired again guickly, abivered the bowi
id the parghilsh, and eroand (he
suake to osclliale more and mare vie
fently, It became apparent he woud
galn pothing by almiog &t s bead

“I'T have & try ai Mm “midihipa”
he snid

Ouly thive loaded eariridges ™
malned in the revolver, and as Prits
fousd pe extra coes In sny of hie
pockets, be knew he most make the
most of those he had A ihird e
the plstol cracked. The bullet graze4
the serpent’s Sesh It 4l Bot In)ice
e spine. Quichly the upralsed jart
of the body sank upon The eoll but i
reared itacll again in sn inetant, wod
the furfous darting of the longae e
voaled that the repille was more «n
raged than over

“Wast o taks & crack ot It 4
askad the detective,  habding 10
weados to the phrelcian

Piieh bad o poor idea of b':
as & [amey sbat, bel b fownd .
muscular conirul too sadly shake *
| bls marres escipe [(rom the sobis
sboot stralght 1iis abot--the fr
1'.. & wider miss than any of 1®
tective’'s had been He bande N

‘u‘-"-lm.n-

more

' - f— |
| Somewhal,” rejoined Fiteh We're 'a frencied wap, Il was apparent 18 piaid] back to the Headgaarters

*ll“‘ 05:»rm“-?’_
“You're the mas 0 stay o the s

Ing line,” be sald

PBrits eped the revelver grimiy Y
s blusstee! chamber were (oo
smpty oartridges and paly oms 'hat
haid the potentiality of release from
thelr dangerously sncertaln refuge o0
the chiffonier. Crooking his left arm
be used he angle made by ks ellow
s & rest and leveled (he loag bive
barrel of the Digcalibered weapon
steadilly. Pauslsg ustil the awayisg
'of the serpent diminished as much a8
|1t apparsatly was gelng to do, he
fired

A writhing, twisting anar] was the
resuit. The cobra colled and wncotled
with slectric rapldity, travelleg In cir
cles all over (he ppaced belween (he
chiffonler and the tabie whence Prits
| bad lassced the pleicl Plainly v
reptile was hit—mortally wounded. be
]!bouc?il. but as be started to descend
tmpatientiy. Fiteh selzad MMm and NN
| erally Bung him back on the chifon
| for's smooth top

“Not yel” mald the doctor, Bervous
ly. “Let's walt a minule”™

It war profitable patience. For afie-
probably & minuts of terribile struge -
the cobra returped 1o s coll o
onece more reared 1y head The gray
body throbbed fercely, bat closer
scrutiny showed the man (he atake
kad mot beenm kit with fatal result

“Prince John™ Van Buren,
Jobn Van Baren. son of Martin Van
Durea, at one Ume generally knows
as "Prince Jobn" baving undertaken
the representation as & lawyer of »

bim In and losing his temper
erclaimed -
“Yan Buren, there nO casse so

Matter of B
Teachers will be interested Iz
experimenta of Dr. Noble, conne '/
with the New York schools. lie 01
that maay boys are vielous ook

g
£

boy whe seowle! Wt
plared

fng bey foad of echool

Th for Tet
“Why waa Muggles so angry *8
his wife ™

Pecanse thay do mot breatie |
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